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SUBJECT: ZULIA GOVERNOR ALVAREZ PAZ' REPLY TO THE COUP 
PLOTTERS 


1. (C) SUMMARY. IN A LONG LETTER PUBLISHED IN THE APRIL 
27 EDITION OF LOCAL DAILY "EL NACIONAL," ZULIA STATE 
GOVERNOR OSWALDO ALVAREZ PAZ REPLIES TO THE LETTER WHICH 
THE PLOTTERS OF THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP ATTEMPT SENT TO HIM ON 
FEBRUARY 12. IN HIS RESPONSE, ALVAREZ PAZ TAKES A 
DECIDEDLY CONCILIATORY LINE WITH THEM, EXPRESSING POLITE 
DISAGREEMENT WITH THEIR ACTION BUT AGREEING ON THE NEED 
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FOR IMMEDIATE AND EXTENSIVE POLITICAL CHANGE. HE TAKES AN 
EXTREMELY HARD LINE IN REGARD TO THE POLITICAL CLASS, 
EXCORIATING IT AS WORSE THAN WORTHLESS. ALVAREZ PAZ 
CONCLUDES BY CALLING FOR THE CONVOCATION OF A CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY AS THE ONLY WAY TO RESOLVE THE POLITICAL CRISIS 
WITHOUT RECOURSE TO CIVIL WAR. HE ALSO PLUGS EFFECTIVE 
POLITICAL DECENTRALIZATION AS NECESSARY TO THE CONTINUED 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY'S STATES. BI 


END SUMMARY. 





ALVAREZ PAZ' LETTER TO THE COUP PLOTTERS 


2. (U) LOCAL DAILY "EL NACIONAL" CARRIED THE TEXT OF 

ZULIA STATE GOVERNOR OSWALDO ALVAREZ PAZ' APRIL 13 LETTER 

TO THE PLOTTERS (COMANDANTES FRANCISCO ARIAS, HUGO CHAVEZ, 

JESUS URDANETA, YOEL AOCSTA AND MIGUEL ORTIZ CONTRERAS) OF 

THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP ATTEMPT IN ITS APRIL 27 EDITION. 
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ALVAREZ PAZ OSTENSIBLY DRAFTED THIS LETTER IN BELATED 
RESPONSE TO THE COMANDANTES' LETTER OF FEBRUARY 12 TO HIM, 
IN WHICH THEY EXPRESSED GRIEVANCES AND ASKED FOR HIS 
SUPPORT. ALVAREZ PAZ NOTES THAT HE DELIBERATELY WAITED 
SOME TIME BEFORE RESPONDING SO AS NOT TO DO SO IN 
SUPERFICIAL FASHION. HE COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS. 


THE COUP PLOTTERS 


3. (U) HAVING THANKED THE COUP PLOTTERS FOR THEIR 
"AFFECTIONATE AND SOLIDARY GREETINGS," ALVAREZ PAZ STATES 
THAT HE HAS NO DOUBT AS TO THE "RECTITUDE OF THE GOALS 
WHICH INSPIRED THE ADVENTURE OF FEBRUARY 4" AND THAT HE 
"PROFOUNDLY VALUES THE CRY OF REBELLION IN THE FACE OF THE 
BLIND AND DEAF" LEADERSHIP OF THE COUNTRY, A CRY WHICH 
PLACED THEIR LIVES AND THEIR FAMILIES' HAPPINESS AT RISK 
AND WHICH, MOREVER, WAS "GENUINELY DEMOCRATIC AND 
PARTICIPATIVE." ALVAREZ PAZ NOTES, HOWEVER, THAT THEIR 
ACTION, HOWEVER NOBLE ITS MOTIVES, WAS EXECUTED IN A 
VIOLENT AND REPRESSIVE MANNER AND THAT HIS ADDRESSEES WERE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF LIFE WHICH OCCURRED EVEN 
THOUGH THEY MAY NOT HAVE DESIRED IT. BUT, DESPITE HAVING 
CHOSEN THE WRONG ROAD, THE COUP PLOTTERS GAVE "MORE 
IMPULSE TO THE MENTALITY OF CHANGE AND TO THE SENSE OF 
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URGENCY WHICH VENEZUELA NEEDS THAN ALL THE POLITICAL 
DISCOURSES OF THE LAST YEARS." ALVAREZ PAZ CONTINUES THAT 
HE IS SURE THAT THEY HAVE ACCEPTED THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
THEIR ACTION WITH DIGNITY AND ABSOLUTE RESPONSIBILITY. 
"THE OBVIOUS POPULAR SUPPORT WHICH YOU ENJOY IS HEALTHY, 
PURE AND EVEN INGENUOUS. YOU HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY. ..OF 
CONVERTING IT INTO A MASS MOVEMENT OF OPINION LEADING TO 
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NEEDED NATIONAL CONVERGENCE FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
REPUBLIC." ALVAREZ PAZ ADDS THAT HE HOPES THAT, SOONER 
RATHER THAN LATER, THE DOORS OF THEIR PRISON WILL OPEN, 
ALLOWING THEM TO GIVE FREE REIN TO THE DREAMS AND 
FANTASIES SUSTAINING THEM. THEN, THEY WILL HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY OPENLY AND WITHOUT THE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY 
LIFE IN THE MILITARY TO STRUGGLE FOR A JUSTER SOCIETY, FOR 
A DECENT VENEZUELA. ALVAREZ PAZ CONCLUDES BY EXPRESSING 
HIS CERTAINTY THAT THEIR SACRIFICE WILL NOT HAVE BEEN IN 
VAIN AND THAT HIS BRIEF ENCOUNTER WITH (SOME OF) THEM IN 
THE EARLY HOURS OF FEBRUARY 4 WILL HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO A 
MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF VENEZUELAN REALITY ON 
THEIR PART. 
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SUBJECT: ZULIA GOVERNOR ALVAREZ PAZ' REPLY TO THE COUP 
NATIONAL PROBLEMS 


4. (U) ALVAREZ PAZ STATES THAT THE LACK OF SECURITY FOR 
PERSONS AND PROPERTY IS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL SCOURGES OF 
NATIONAL LIFE, SINCE THE RIGHT TO LIFE AND TO PERSONAL 
RESPECT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR DIGNIFIED HUMAN EXISTENCE. HE 
CITES THE "THREE VICES" AFFLICTING VENEZUELAN SOCIETY AS 
EXAGGERATED "PRESIDENTIALISM, CENTRALISM AND ABSURD 
PARTYISM." HE CONTINUES THAT HE AGREES THAT A HIGH 
PERCENTAGE OF VENEZUELANS LIVES IN CRITICAL POVERTY. THIS 
SITUATION IN TURN CONTRASTS WITH THE SPECTACLE OF THE 
COUNTRY'S IMMENSE RESOURCES BEING WASTED AND STOLEN IN A 
SCANDALOUS MANNER BY A SOMETIMES COMPLACENT, HIGHLY 
IGNORANT AND LARGELY CORRUPT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP. THIS 
LEADERSHIP IN TURN FUNCTIONS IN A SOCIETY WHICH DOES NOT 
SUFFICIENTLY VALUE THE CONSTANT AND DIGNIFIED WORK OF THE 
POPULATION AS THE INDISPENSABLE SOURCE OF WEALTH FOR ALL. 
BUT, ALVAREZ PAZ CAUTIONS, THE CAUSE OF POVERTY IS NOT TO 
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BE FOUND IN SUCCESSFUL ECONOMIC POLICIES LEADING TO GROWTH 
FOR THE GENERATION OF WEALTH AND EMPLOYMENT. RATHER, IT 
IS TO BE FOUND IN INSENSITIVE, INCOMPETENT AND CORRUPT 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 


THE COUNTRY'S LEADERSHIP 


5. (U) ALVAREZ PAZ ACCUSES THE COUNTRY'S POLITICAL 

LEADERSHIP, WHETHER IN THE GOVERNMENT OR IN THE 

OPPOSITION, AS HAVING SIPHONED OFF OR WASTED THE 

PRODUCTIVE EFFORT OF THE PEOPLE. IT IS AN "EXCESSIVELY 
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MEDIOCRE LEADERSHIP WHICH, IN GENERAL TERMS, IS UNWORTHY 
OF LEADING US. WITH A FEW HONORABLE EXCEPTIONS, THE 
COUNTRY'S LEADERS ARE PHARISEES DESERVING OF PUBLIC 
SCORN. "EVERYTHING," ALVAREZ PAZ LAMENTS, "APPEARS TO BE 
THE SAME" DESPITE THE EVENTS OF FEBRUARY 4. THE ONE 
EXCEPTION TO THE SORRY STATE OF THE LEADERSHIP MENTIONED 
BY ALVAREZ PAZ IS FORMER PRESIDENT CALDERA, WHOSE 
"TEACHINGS AND EXAMPLE HAVE BEEN OF INVALUABLE UTILITY 
DESPITE NORMAL AND EVEN HEALTHY DISCREPANCIES OF FORM AND 
BACKGROUND ABOUT SOME ASPECTS OF THE PRESENT 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION." 


WHAT TO DO 


6. (U) ALVAREZ PAZ CONCLUDES THAT THE ONLY HOPE OF 
RESOLVING THE POLITICAL CRISIS IS THE CONVOCATION OF A 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING ALL SECTORS OF THE 
COUNTRY. THIS ASSEMBLY, SELECTED BY UNINOMINAL VOTING 
FROM AS MANY DISTRICTS AS THERE ARE MEMBERS, COULD 
"DEMOCRATICALLY CHANGE" THE PRESENT LEADERSHIP. PRESENT 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, NEEDLESS TO SAY, WOULD BE EXCLUDED. 
RELIANCE ON SUCH AN ASSEMBLY FOR NECESSARY CHANGE, IN 
TURN, WOULD MAKE IT UNNECESSARY TO USE FORCE AND WOULD 
REMOVE THE DANGER OF CIVIL WAR. VENEZUELA NEEDS A "TRULY 
PARTICIPATIVE DEMOCRACY." A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY COULD BE 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE ONE. 


COMMENT 
7. (C) IN THIS LETTER, ALVAREZ PAZ GOES FURTHER THAN ANY 


OTHER POLITICIAN, CALDERA INCLUDED, IN PRAISING THE COUP 
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PLOTTERS AND CONDONING THEIR ATTEMPT TO EXECUTE A COUP. 
THESE SENTIMENTS ARE ALL THE MORE REMARKABLE GIVEN HIS 
VIRTUAL IMPRISONMENT FOR MANY HOURS ON FEBRUARY 4 BY ONE 
OF THE COUP RINGLEADERS. ALVAREZ PAZ' COMMENTS ABOUT HIS 
FELLOW POLITICIANS COULD BE CONSTRUED AS CONSTITUTING A DE 
FACTO BREAK WITH THEM AND COULD PROVOKE ONE EVEN IF THAT 
IS NOT HIS INTENT. CONSIDERED ONE OF COPEI'S MOST 
PROMISING YOUNG LEADERS AND A GOOD GOVERNOR, ALVAREZ PAZ 
HAS BEEN REGULARLY EXPRESSING HIS APPREHENSION OVER THE 
COUNTRY'S COURSE UNDER CAP AND THE GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE TO 
RESOLVE PRESSING NATIONAL PROBLEMS. (TO CITE A GOOD 
EXAMPLE OF ALVAREZ PAZ' POLITICAL SMARTS, CONGEN MARACAIBO 
REPORTED ON APRIL 28 THAT HE WOULD ANNOUNCE A SERIES OF 
MEASURES AT 5 PM THAT DAY TO PREEMPT POLICE DISCONTENT, 
INCLUDING A NEW MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND A 3,000 BS. 
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SUBJECT: ZULIA GOVERNOR ALVAREZ PAZ' REPLY TO THE COUP 
RAISE TO 15,000 BS. A MONTH. HIS INTENT IS TO AVOID A 
POLICE STRIKE SIMILAR TO THAT IN MERIDA EARLIER IN THE 
WEEK WHICH LED TO WIDESPREAD VIOLENCE AND A LOCAL 
POLITICAL CRISIS.) THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT ABOUT ALVAREZ 
PAZ' SINCERITY IN THIS REGARD. 
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